Pella Sports Park Project
Building Community Through Sports

THE MISSION:
To create a recreational complex that strengthens and unites our youth, family and community by
providing an exciting, safe and high quality sports park.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)
In order to provide more detailed information on some of the questions we commonly receive about
the Pella Sports Park, we have provided responses to the 13 questions below. If they do not provide
a sufficient answer for any reason, or you have a question that is not listed, please contact any
member of our Pella Sports Park committee (listed under Question 3 below) or email us at:
pellasportspark@ymail.com.
Question Index:
1. What is the Pella Sports Park and what does it include?
2. Why do we need a Pella Sports Park?
3. Who is sponsoring this project?
4. Where will the park be located, and why?
5. How much will it cost, and what about long term operational costs?
6. Who is funding the project, and how much funding is still needed?
7. How do I support or give to the project?
8. Are donations tax deductible, and will I get a receipt?
9. Are there recognition levels or naming rights available?
10. Who is managing the construction of the project, and how will firms be determined?
11. What is the timeline for funding & construction?
12. Who will own and manage the park after it is finished?
13. How will future phases be handled?

1. What is the Pella Sports Park and what does it include?
The planned fundraising covers the acquisition of the land, development of the land, and the
building of 6 youth baseball/softball fields, 1 Babe Ruth field, and 5 multipurpose fields that can be
used for soccer or football, among other things. It also would include a main concession stand,
batting cages, a playground area, a few picnic areas, and centralized parking. It also allows for
longer term growth as there will be room for additional ball fields, multipurpose fields, or other
amenities in future fundraising or city-financed projects.
2. Why do we need a Pella Sports Park?
The primary drivers for a consolidated Pella Sports Park have been laid out in the project’s 4 Pillars
of Progress 1) places for our youth to play, 2) community involvement, 3) safety and accessibility
and 4) economic vitality:

I.

Places for Youth to Play

The Little League softball and baseball program has grown to about 650 kids in 2009 (prior to Little
League, the 2003 recreational programs had about 350 kids), and the 6 and Under division has
doubled in the last 3 years to 192 children indicating the number of children involved with Little
League will continue to grow. Other programs including soccer (both City recreational and Club)
and basketball have outgrown their facilities as well.
Current facilities vary greatly in quality (affecting their availability due to lighting and drainage)
and are spread out through town such that it limits the ability to have centralized features such as
concessions, play areas, parking and other features:

II.

Community Involvement

Pella’s current facilities are deficient not only in number but in the quality of lighting, drainage,
maintenance and overall availability. They are also lacking in amenities for participants and fans
including restrooms, bleachers, shelters, tables, parking, concessions, and play areas for children.
Many surrounding communities’ facilities far outpace Pella’s, as the photos below illustrate
(examples not limited to these).

Oskaloosa

Grinnell

The current facilities are not centralized (see map), which
limits the ability to offer or upgrade many of these features.
The Pella Sports Park will centralize these fields and this
enables things like dedicated parking, dedicated play areas,
centralized and staffed concession stand, shelter areas and
other items that will drive more people to attend – and to stay
longer. The effect of all this is higher Community
Involvement, which is something that fits Pella quite well.
III.

Safety & Accessibility

The current facilities for many youth sports are spread throughout
town, with differing levels of accessibility and safety. Some locations,
such as the Peace Street fields, are especially susceptible to kids being
exposed to traffic as well as roadside parking on a congested street,
without an adjacent, safe play area. Other locations have similar
challenges. The Pella Sports Park can offer dedicated parking,
dedicated play areas, convenient restrooms and other features that
improve both the accessibility and safety of the attendees.
IV.

Economic Vitality

An added benefit is the economic benefits. As discussed in the 2000 Chamber Report and in other
similar reports prepared for other communities - the ability to attract talented people to businesses,
schools and the hospital is greatly enhanced by quality recreational facilities. Pella Corporation’s
head of recruiting says “a sports complex will have a positive impact on influencing a person or
family decision to relocate to Pella.” In addition, the ability to hold large, high quality tournaments
will bring in significant numbers from outside of the community which will benefit a number of
local businesses through higher retail traffic.
3. Who is sponsoring this project?
The City of Pella and Fields for Our Future, Inc. have partner together with support from the
Keystone Contributors Pella Rolscreen Foundation and Peter H. and E. Lucille Gaass Kuyper
Foundation and the Vermeer Charitable Foundation and others such as the Kyle Korver Foundation,
Marion County Bank , and Sports Page Sporting Goods.
The Fields for Our Future members are listed below:

Fields for our Future
BOARD MEMBERS

Tim Brackin
Rob Bradley
Tony Briggs
Jerry Brummel
Ryan Davis
Bill DeMeulenaere
Joel Dorman
Verlan Nikkel
Dan Tauke
Sam Van Maanen
Craig Wassenaar
Wendy Sims

641-780-1003
641-204-1041
641-621-9509
641-620-1220
641-628-2979
641-628-2797
641-621-0304
641-628-9482
641-620-8913
641-780-1544
641-628-1871
641-628-3561

tszsbrackin@iowatelecom.net
rbradley@pella.com
tbriggs@vermeer.com
rjztbrum@lisco.com
davisrl@pella.com
wjdemeulenaere@yahoo.com
jhdorman@pella.com
nikkels4@iowatelecom.net
djtauke@pella.com
svanmaanen@vermeer.com
craig.wassenaar@lpl.com
wsims@sucpa.com

ADVISORY MEMBERS

Curtis Baugh, Darryl De Ruiter, Fred Kreykes

4. Where will the park be located, and why?
The park will be located on the east side of town past Pella Christian High School, on the north of
Oskaloosa Street. The initial entrance will be off of Oskaloosa street, although in the long run there
will be access from the North side off of University once (and if) it is extended further east to 250th
Ave. The Fields For Our Future committee reviewed 12-20 different locations over the last 7 years,
and looked at many factors including the size of acreage available (60-120 desired), the contouring
of the land, the convenience of the location, the fit with the City’s long term Comprehensive Plan,
the total cost of the land & infrastructure, the impact on traffic, and many other factors. With the
City’s input, the current location was eventually chosen and gives the Pella Community a location
that has room for growth, is easily accessible and visible for people from outside town, and area that
will develop around it and fits well with the long term vision for the City.

5. How much will it cost, and what about long term maintenance costs?
The current phase of the project will cost $8.5 million dollars, of which a significant portion is for
land (105 acres), field development (7 baseball/softball, 5 multipurpose), pavement (entrance,
parking, sidewalks) and structures (concession stand, utility building). It also includes costs for

items like grading, infrastructure, light landscaping, architectural fees and other items. Costs were
benchmarked using other facilities such as Oskaloosa, Nevada, Indianola, Grinnell as well as
consultation with various construction and athletic firms.
The long term maintenance will be supported by the City of Pella. There is also a small Endowment
that Fields For Our Future, Inc. will use to make small scale upgrades in the future as needs dictate.
6. Who is funding the project, and how much funding is still needed?
Fundraising for the project has started with the identification of some Keystone Contributors, which
make up the Base Plan. The Keystone Contributors are the City of Pella, Contributors Pella
Rolscreen Foundation and Peter H. and E. Lucille Gaass Kuyper FoundationFoundation and the
Vermeer Charitable Foundation. Combined, they have contributed $6.0 Million towards the $8.5
Million project.
The balance of the funds - $2.5 Million – will come through the General Fundraising campaign
which kicks off in May, 2012 and continues for about 18 months. Currently we have identified
about $200,000 of the $2.5 Million, with $2.3 Million to go.

7. How do I support or give to the project?
You can contribute donations by requesting a Donation Packet through the website (preferred), by
contacting a Board Member, or by emailing pellasportspark@ymail.com.
Other methods to support the project including getting the word out to others and showing your
support, or by volunteering to help in the General Fundraising campaign – please email us or
contact a Board Member if you wish to volunteer.
8. Are donations Tax Deductible, and will I be getting a receipt?
Fields For Our Future, Inc is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, are tax deductible as allowed by
law. After receipt of your commitment form you will receive a copy of your commitment for future
reference, and after receiving a payment you will receive a receipt. These will be done
electronically by email where an email is provided.
9. Are there Recognition Levels or Naming Rights available? – need to get from Rob

There are both Recognition Levels (below) and Naming Rights (please contact a Fields for Our
Future Board Member for details).
Recognition Levels begin at $1,000 (not including matching gifts), and Naming Rights at $25,000.

Recognition Levels:
Platinum
$10,000
Gold
$5,000
Silver
$2,500
Bronze
$1,000
10. Who is managing the construction of the project, and how will firms be determined?
The City of Pella will be managing the construction of the project and work with Fields for our
Future, Inc. to ensure the intent the partnership agreement between the parties is met.

11. What is the timeline for funding and construction?
The timeline for construction is shown below. Purchase of the land will occur in 2012, with grading
and field construction starting in the fall of 2012 and through 2013, resulting in games beginning to

be played in the 2014-2015 timeframe.
12. Who will own and manage the park after completion?
The City of Pella will own the land and facilities and take on the responsibility for the maintenance
of the Park. The City and Fields For our Future, Inc, will agree on operating procedures by
December 31. 2103.
13. How will future phases be handled?

Future phases beyond this one will be handled by a combination of local interest groups (including,
but not limited to Fields for Our Future, Inc.) and the City of Pella.

